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India’s front-line position as third highest emitter of greenhouse gases has sharpened focus on its future 

policy course to mitigate carbon emissions under the Paris Agreement. It has an irrefutable claim to a big part of 

the remaining global carbon budget, along with other smaller nations with low historical emissions, but room for 

manoeuvring has shrunk in a world facing record temperatures and calamitous weather events. There is escalating 

pressure for India to commit itself to a date when it can achieve net zero — removing as much GHGs as it emits — 

on the lines of the goal set by the U.S. and the European Union for mid-century, and 2060 by China. Declaring a net 

zero plan under the Paris pact is a disquieting prospect since it would impose expensive choices, particularly in 

energy production. That conundrum has been addressed, at least partially, by visiting U.S. Special Presidential 

Envoy for Climate John Kerry, with the promise of financing and technology to make renewable energy the core of 

future development. Specific areas of cooperation to bring down emissions — in the expansion of transport, 

buildings and industry — and facilitating funding for 450 GW of renewable energy by 2030 can advance the India-

U.S. Climate and Clean Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership. More clarity on the bilateral road map towards emissions 

reduction may come at the COP26 conference in November. India, meanwhile, needs to get all States to mitigate 

emissions and help them adapt to climate-linked extreme weather and atmospheric pollution caused by fossil 

fuels. 

At the end of 2020, a year marked by COVID-19 and many destructive storms, the Union Environment 

Ministry declared that the country had achieved 21% of its 33%-35% target to cut emissions intensity of GDP by 

2030, and, similarly, was generating 37.9% of the 40% of power from renewables. Though encouraging, the 

immediate challenge lies in coming up with an adaptation framework to help those at highest risk — the millions 

living in the path of annual cyclones, including residents of populous coastal cities. Raising the ability of city 

administrations to handle tens of millions of litres of water regularly dumped in just a few days requires planning, 

funding and political commitment. Making low-cost insurance available for houses against climate-related losses 

will raise resilience, and lead to audits, encouraging governments to reduce risks. The Paris Agreement can easily 

fund much-needed urban retrofitting and boost employment. There is also a health imperative. Heat stress has a 

severe impact, causing higher mortality among the vulnerable elderly. These are growing problems, but they also 

represent an opportunity to steer post-COVID-19 policies towards benign, green development. For a low-emissions 

future, policies must put nature at the centre. 

 

 climate (noun) – atmosphere, condition, feeling, 

attitude. 

 engagement (noun) – participation, taking part, 

involvement. 

 mitigation (noun) – alleviation, reduction; 

lessening. 

 adaptation (noun) – adjustment, conversion, 

alteration, modification. 

 sharpened (adjective) – improved, fine-tuned, 

enhanced. 

 course (noun) – plan of action, method of working, 

approach, procedure, strategy. 

 carbon emission (noun) – the release of carbon 

into the atmosphere. 

 irrefutable (adjective) – indisputable, undeniable, 

unquestionable, incontrovertible; conclusive, 

definite, definitive, decisive, accomplished, certain. 

 carbon budget (noun) – the cumulative amount of 

carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions permitted over a 

period of time to keep within a certain temperature 

threshold (upper limit). 

 legacy emissions (noun) – the sum of the lifetime 

CO2 emissions of the ancestors (of the community 

as a whole). 

 cumulative (CO2) emissions (noun) – the total 

quantity of CO2 emissions emitted from 1751 until 

a given year, measured in metric tons. 

 historical emissions (noun) – the total quantity of 

CO2 emissions emitted from past centuries, 

measured in metric tons. 

 room for manoeuvre (phrase) – opportunity to 

change your plans or to do things differently in 

order to achieve what you want. 

 calamitous (adjective) – destructive, ruinous, 

disastrous, catastrophic. 

 net zero emissions/carbon neutrality (noun) – it 

means annual zero net CO2 emissions; Carbon 

neutrality means every ton of anthropogenic 

(human-caused or influenced) CO2 emitted is 

compensated with an equivalent amount of CO2 

removed (e.g. via carbon sink or carbon 

sequestration). 

 on the lines of (phrase) – in a similar way to.  

 disquieting (adjective) – distressing, upsetting, 

disturbing, disquieting, disgusting. 

 prospect (noun) – vision, thought, idea, 

contemplation. 

 impose (verb) – force, thrust, inflict, press, urge. 
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 conundrum (noun) – problem, difficulty, 

quandary/dilemma. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try to 

sort out. 

 envoy (noun) – diplomat, consul, ambassador. 

 renewable energy (noun) – clean energy, green 

energy; energy generated from natural resources 

(such as water, wind & solar energy). 

 core (noun) – central, key, basic, fundamental (part 

of something). 

 bring down (phrasal verb) – decrease, reduce, 

lower, diminish. 

 facilitate (verb) – make easy, enable, assist, help. 

 advance (verb) – promote, further, improve; help, 

aid, assist, support, strengthen. 

 India-U.S. Climate and Clean Energy Agenda 2030 

(noun) – The United States and India are launching 

the “U.S.-India Climate and Clean Energy Agenda 

2030 Partnership.” The Partnership will represent 

one of the core venues for U.S.-India collaboration 

and focus on driving urgent progress in this critical 

decade for climate action. Both the United States 

and India have set ambitious 2030 targets for 

climate action and clean energy. In its new 

nationally determined contribution, the United 

States has set an economy-wide target of reducing 

its net greenhouse gas emissions by 50–52 percent 

below 2005 levels in 2030. As part of its climate 

mitigation efforts, India has set a target of installing 

450 GW of renewable energy by 2030. Through the 

Partnership, the United States and India are firmly 

committed to working together in achieving their 

ambitious climate and clean energy targets and to 

strengthening bilateral collaboration across climate 

and clean energy. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 

countries. 

 road map (noun) – schedule of a (complex) 

program. 

 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties 

(COP26) (noun) – The 26th session of the 

Conference of the Parties (COP26) of the UN 

Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) is expected to take place from 01-12 

November 2021, in Glasgow, UK. The COP26 

summit will bring parties together to accelerate 

action towards the goals of the Paris Agreement 

and the UN Framework Convention on Climate 

Change. 

 atmospheric (adjective) – relating to the 

atmosphere of the earth. 

 fossil fuel (noun) – non renewable resources (or 

fossil fuels such as coal, oil and natural gas are 

formed from the buried/deposited organic 

materials). 

 mark (verb) – indicate, signify, represent, denote.  

 destructive (adjective) – devastating, ruinous, 

disastrous, catastrophic. 

 storm (noun) – low-pressure weather system; 

cyclone. 

 cut (verb) – reduce, decrease, lessen. 

 emissions intensity (noun) – the volume of 

emissions per unit of GDP. 

 renewables (noun) – a natural resource (such as 

water, wind, or solar power). 

 lie in (phrasal verb) – be present, exist. 

 come up with (phrasal verb) – produce, put 

forward, present/submit. 

 framework (noun) – system, scheme, structure. 

 populous (adjective) – densely populated. 

 administration (noun) – management, regulation, 

governing, operation. 

 dump (verb) – put down, deposit (by a heavy rain). 

 resilience (noun) – the ability to bounce back 

quickly from difficulties; strength of character, 

strength, toughness. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on. 

 audit (noun) – assessment, evaluation, appraisal, 

inspection, examination, survey, scrutiny. 

 much-needed (adjective) – needed to a large 

extent. 

 retrofit (verb) – to add something to the one 

already done/constructed/manufactured. 

 imperative (noun) – necessary condition, 

precondition, essential requirement. 

 heat stress (noun) – heat stress occurs when our 

body is unable to cool itself enough to maintain a 

healthy temperature (due temperatures over 90 

degrees, sun exposure, or high humidity). 

 mortality (noun) – (in a particular time/for a cause) 

the rate/number of death; death, loss of life. 

 vulnerable (adjective) – relating to a weak person 

who is in need of special care/support/protection; 

ill-protected, easily affected by, prone to, at risk of. 

 elderly (adverb) – older people, senior citizens. 

 growing (adjective) – increasing. 

 steer (verb) – guide, conduct, direct/lead. 

 benign (adjective) – favourable, advantageous, 

beneficial. 

 green (adjective) – environmentally friendly, 

ecologically sound, energy-efficient. 
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President Joe Biden’s sweeping vaccine mandates, aimed at improving the U.S.’s odds of beating the 

rampaging Delta variant, represent a bold move in the face of the ongoing “pandemic of the unvaccinated”. On the 

one hand, his plan is based on leveraging the power of the federal government to impose vaccine mandates 

wherever its fiscal heft allows, including for workers at health-care organisations receiving public funds, and for 

federal government employees and contractors. On the other, the White House’s requirement that all companies 

employing 100 or more people must vaccinate their workforce or obtain COVID-19 negative tests from 

unvaccinated employees each week represents the willingness to bring the pandemic battle to the doorstep of 

America Inc. Even as the U.S. has succeeded in vaccinating around 175 million individuals, nearly 75% of those 

eligible, it still leaves nearly 80 million from that group unprotected. It is primarily patients from this latter group 

who are causing hospital ICUs in several States to be overrun. Nevertheless, Mr. Biden’s mandates will impact 

around 100 million people, nearly two-thirds of the American workforce. While some, especially in conservative 

circles, have decried the vaccine mandates as violative of liberties, there are likely few alternative options for the 

U.S. at this point. 

Why then is Mr. Biden’s approval rating for his handling of the pandemic crisis slipping? To an extent it 

might be explained by the fact that Americans are deeply suspicious of federal government policies of an 

expansive nature, even in the present context. Relatedly, there is perhaps deepening concern regarding the impact 

that the vaccine mandates might have on business, large and small. For example, the new “emergency temporary 

standard” of the U.S. Department of Labor requires large employers to give workers paid leave to get vaccinated; 

failure to do so may result in “enforcement actions”, potentially including fines up to $14,000 per violation. 

Similarly, federal government employees are now given 75 days to get vaccinated or risk getting fired. There are 

discussions in policy circles on invoking the Defense Production Act, a wartime measure, to compel companies to 

manufacture and accelerate the production of rapid COVID-19 tests. Larger entertainment venues must now ask 

for proof of vaccination or negative tests of patrons; and fines for passengers violating mask rules on aircraft will 

now be doubled. These are all measures that will impact, even distort, market behaviour, and potentially hit the 

bottom lines of corporations, but may be a necessary price to pay to bring the catastrophic march of the Delta 

variant under some control. Mr. Biden will have to grit his teeth and see the mandates through, not buckle to 

pressure from irate anti-vaccine campaigners and a fuming Wall Street. 

 

 crack the whip (phrase) – to use power or authority 

to control someone. 

 mandate (noun) – instruction, direction, order, 

requirement. 

 buckle (verb) – cave in, give way, yield, crumple, 

collapse (to weight/pressure) 

 irate (adjective) – angry, furious, infuriated, 

incensed. 

 campaigner (noun) – champion, activist, advocate. 

 sweeping (adjective) – comprehensive, all-inclusive, 

all-embracing, far-reaching; decisive, thorough, 

unconditional. 

 the odds (noun) – likelihood, probability, chance; 

advantage. 

 rampaging (adjective) – excessive, storming, 

uncontrollable, unrestrained. 

 delta variant/B.1.617.2 (noun) – Formally known as 

AY.2 or B.1.617.2, it’s a variant of the coronavirus, 

first identified in India, is renamed as the ‘Delta 

variant’ by the World Health Organization (WHO) 

and this variant is reclassified as Variant of Concern 

(VOC). The B.1.617.1 strain has been reclassified to 

a Variant of Interest (VOI) and labelled variant 

“Kappa”. 

 in the face of (phrase) – despite, notwithstanding, 

regardless of; when confronted with. 

 ongoing (adjective) – current, existing, continuing. 

 the unvaccinated (noun) – the people who are not 

vaccinated. 

 on the one hand (phrase) – it is used to introduce 

the first of two contrasting different, points, facts, 

or ways of looking at something.  It is always 

followed later by “on the other hand” or ‘on the 

other’. 
 base on (phrasal verb) – use as a basis; found, 

construct, form, establish. 

 leverage (verb) – utilize something (e.g. the power) 

to maximum advantage. 

 federal government (noun) – (in the US) the 

Federal Government is composed of three distinct 

branches: legislative, executive, and judicial, whose 

powers are vested by the U.S. Constitution in the 

Congress, the President, and the Federal courts, 

respectively. 

 impose (verb) – force, thrust, inflict, press, urge.   

 fiscal (noun) – financial. 

 heft (noun) – influence, ability; weight/strength. 

 workforce (noun) – workers, employees. 
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 willingness (noun) – readiness, preparedness, 

disposition, inclination. 

 to the doorstep (phrase) – very near/close to 

something. 

 America Inc. (noun) – America companies. 

 Inc. (abbreviation) – incorporated. 

 primarily (adverb) – basically, especially, 

particularly. 

 overrun (verb) – overwhelm, swamp, occupy (a 

place in large numbers). 

 nevertheless (adverb) – in spite of everything, 

notwithstanding, regardless, anyway, anyhow, 

however. 

 conservative (adjective) – right-wing, neoliberal, 

alt-right, Republican; traditional, conventional, 

orthodox. 

 decry (verb) – criticize, denounce, condemn. 

 violative (adjective) – offensive, contradictory, 

antithetical, adverse.  

 liberty (noun) – freedom. 

 likely (adverb) – probably, in all probability, 

presumably, doubtlessly. 

 approval rating (noun) – a measure of people’s 

approval of a political leader. 

 slip (verb) – fall, drop, slide, decline. 

 to an extent (phrase) – somewhat, partly. 

 deeply (adverb) – extremely, very much, to a great 

degree/extent. 

 suspicious (adjective) – doubtful, unsure, dubious, 

wary, distrustful. 

 expansive (adjective) – wide-ranging, extensive, 

sweeping, all-embracing, comprehensive, thorough, 

inclusive. 

 context (noun) – circumstances, conditions, 

situation. 

 relatedly (adverb) – comparably, correspondingly, 

correlatedly; on a related point. 

 perhaps (adverb) – maybe, possibly. 

 deepening (adjective) – increasing, intensifying. 

 regarding (preposition) – concerning, with 

regard/respect to, with reference to. 

 emergency temporary standard (ETS) (noun) – The 

standard requires covered health care employers to 

develop and implement a COVID-19 plan to identify 

and control COVID-19 hazards in the workplace. 

Among other provisions, it requires employers to 

provide reasonable time and paid leave for 

employee vaccinations and any side effects; and 

incorporates by reference a number of consensus 

standards and evidence-based guidelines 

developed by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, Environmental Protection Agency and 

American National Standards Institute. 

 result in (phrasal verb) – cause, bring on, bring 

about. 

 enforcement (noun) – imposition, implementation, 

execution. 

 enforcement action (noun) – an action by a 

body/organization, particularly a financial one (i.e. 

fines), to confirm that its rules are being followed. 

 potentially (adverb) – likely, possibly, probably. 

 fire (verb) – dismiss, lay off, throw out, oust. 

 invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce. 

 Defense Production Act (DPA) (noun) – It allows 

the federal government to force companies to 

increase the production of critical supplies during 

national emergencies. It gives the executive branch 

substantial powers. It allows the president, largely 

through executive order, to direct private 

companies to prioritize orders from the federal 

government. The president is also empowered to 

“allocate materials, services, and facilities” for 

national defense purposes, and take actions to 

restrict hoarding of needed supplies. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 

 accelerate (verb) – increase, hasten, expedite, 

speed up. 

 ask for (phrasal verb) – inquire, request, seek, 

demand. 

 vaccination (noun) – treatment with a vaccine to 

protect against a particular disease; immunization. 

 patron (noun) – customer, client; sponsor, backer, 

supporter. 

 bottom line (noun) – the main/important factor in 

a situation. 

 pay the price/cost (phrase) – experience the 

bad/unpleasant result of something; sacrifice, loss. 

 catastrophic (adjective) – destructive, ruinous, 

disastrous. 

 march (noun) – progress, advance, progression, 

continuance, development, evolution, headway. 

 grit one’s teeth (phrase) – Keep one’s 

determination, resolution, firmness of purpose in a 

difficult situation. 

 see through (phrasal verb) – bring to completion, 

continue to the end, bring to a finish. 

 fuming (adjective) – angry, furious, raging, 

incensed.  
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